
 

 

 

 

 

REPORT TO: BOSTON TOWN AREA COMMITTEE 

DATE: 26 NOVEMBER 2020 

SUBJECT: POLICE RESPONSE TO ILLEGAL ENCAMPMENTS 

REPORT AUTHOR: CLLR PAUL GOODALE, BTAC CHAIRMAN 

EXEMPT REPORT? NO 

 

 

SUMMARY 
 
On 24 September 2020, the Committee received a report relating to an illegal 
encampment that took place on the open space on Woodville Road, Boston during 
July/August 2020.   
 
The report set out the timeline of the Council’s dealings with the illegal encampment, 
which included the actions of Council officers, the reports made to the Police and the 
Police response, details of the condition of the site afterwards and the costs of 
clearing it up.  The report is attached at Appendix A for reference. 
 
On conclusion of the meeting, the Committee resolved to provide £19,470 to fund the 
protection of Woodville Road recreation ground with a galvanised steel fence in order 
to help prevent future incursions.  (This fence has since been put in place.) 
 
Members heard that the actions of the local police team during the incursion had 
been faultless.  However, they were not satisfied with the regional response of 
Lincolnshire Police and it was agreed to hold a special meeting and invite 
representatives from Lincolnshire Police, the Police & Crime Commissioner and the 
MP for Boston & Skegness in order for Members to put their concerns to them. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of 24 September 2020 are included in this agenda pack 
at Item B of the preliminaries.   
 
 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That Members consider the responses to their concerns that will be given at the 
meeting by representatives of Lincolnshire Police, the Police & Crime Commissioner 
and the MP for Boston & Skegness who will be present at the meeting. 
 
 

 

 

B   O   S   T   O   N 
  B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L  

 

 

 



REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
To enable Members to hear the views of their guests regarding the police response to 
the illegal encampment and to obtain clear information on the plan for the police 
response to any future illegal encampment in Boston.   
 
 

 

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 
 
None. 
 

 

 
REPORT 
 
At its meeting on 24 September 2020, the Committee received a report by the 
Community Safety Officer, which highlighted a timeline schedule of the Council’s 
dealings with an illegal encampment of the green open space site on Woodville Road 
by travellers from Friday 31st July to Wednesday 5th August 2020.   
 
The report included details of reports made to the Police and Council; actions of 
Council officers; costs in relation to dealing with the incident; and quotations received 
in order to target harden the Woodville Road green open space area to prevent 
reoccurrence of this issue again in the future.  
 
A copy of the report is attached at Appendix A. 
 
The Woodville Road open space has seen illegal encampments set up four times in 
the last three years. On each occasion, but especially on this last one, numerous 
reports were made to both the Police and the Council and incursion had a 
detrimental effect on residents and businesses in the local area.  
 
The Committee also heard a statement from a resident opposite the site, who 
described the incursion as terrifying and said the site was a complete mess 
afterwards, with human waste and litter on the play area.  
 
Members heard from the Community Safety Manager that the actions of the local 
police team had been faultless and Police Officers had accompanied Council officers 
every time they had entered the site.  However, Members were very disappointed at 
the regional Police response and, whilst recognising the force did not have the 
resources in Boston, believed they could have called upon four other counties in 
order to help, as they had in the past.  
 
Members agreed that a special meeting should be held to discuss their concerns with 
representatives from Lincolnshire Police, the Police & Crime Commissioner and the 
MP for Boston & Skegness. 
 
The minutes of the meeting are included in this agenda pack at Item B of the 
preliminaries.   
 



 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Members wish to hear from representatives from Lincolnshire Police, the Police & 
Crime Commissioner and the MP for Boston & Skegness on their views on the 
regional response of Lincolnshire Police to dealing the illegal encampment in order to 
address Members’ concerns and those of local residents affected by the incident. 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
None arising from this report. 

 
 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
None arising from this report. 

 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS 
 
None arising from this report. 

 
 

EQUALITY AND SAFEGUARDING IMPLICATIONS 
 
None arising from this report. 

 
 

OTHER IMPLICATIONS  
 
None arising from this report. 

 
CONSULTATION 
 
Assistant Director – Support Services & Partnerships  
Community Safety Manager 
Senior Democratic Services Officer 
 

APPENDICES 
 
Appendices are listed below and attached to the back of the report: - 
 

APPENDIX A Report by the Community Safety Manager considered by BTAC on 
24 September 2020 

 



 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers as defined in Section 100D of the Local Government Act 1972 
were used in the production of this report. 
 

 
 

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THIS REPORT 
 

 
A report on this item has not been previously considered by a Council body. 
 

 


